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v - y CLAIMS: Please amend the claims according to the status designations in the following 

list, which contains all claims that were ever in the application, with the text of all active 
claims. 

1. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] A protective cover for a vehicle comprising: 

a sheet of a flexible material having a length, a width, and o pposite ends, said 
sheet [that p oonoo a o ] possessing a property of buckling or curving in the upward 
direction from said vehicle with the formation of a laterally open space between said 
vehicle and said sheet, said vehicle having an upper surface with an upper surface 
periphery; [and] 

securing means connected to said opposite ends for securing said opposite ends to 
said vehicle; and 

at least one cassette with a slit having a width equal to or greater than said width 
of said sheet, said sheet being stored in said cassette in a wound state: 

said length being greater than the length of said upper surface periphery of said 
vehicle, said buckling being caused bv two oppositely directed forces annlied to said 
opposite ends- 

2. [CANCELLED] The protective cover of Claim 1, wherein said sheet has a length 
greater than the length of said upper surface periphery of said vehicle, said sheet having a 
width, said buckling being caused by two oppositely directed forces applied to said 
opposite ends. 

3. [CANCELLED] The protective cover of Claim 1, further provided with at least one 
cassette with a slit having a width equal to or greater than said with of said sheet, said 
sheet being stored in said cassette in a wound state. 

4. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] The protective cover of [ Claim 3) Claim l. wherein said 
cassette is provided with a compression spring which is connected to one of said opposite 

2 

PAE 4/8 1 RCVD AT 6/9/2005 2:03:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0£FXRF-1/2 * DMS:W29M6 • CSID: ' DURATION (iwms):0W6 



Copied from 1C /Of>C I 1 on 06 iu/^OOS 



JUN-1B-2005 01 :08 AM 



-3- 

ends of said sheet and tends to withdraw said sheet into said cassette through said slit, the 
other of said opposite ends supporting said securing means. 

5. [ORIGINAL] The protective cover of Claim 1, wherein said securing means are hooks. 

6. [CANCELLED] The protective cover of Claim 3, wherein said securing means are 
hooks. 

7. [ORIGINAL] The protective cover of Claim 4, wherein said securing means are hooks. 

8. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] The protective cover of Claim I, wherein said flexible 
material is selected from the group consisting of plastic and fabric with means for 
imparting said fabric said property of buckling or curvin g, said sheet having valves for 
passing air under the effect of wind, said valves comnri s ine slits through said flexible 
material. 

9. [CURRENTLY AMENDED] The protective cover of Claim 8, wherein said means for 
curving said fabric in said upward direction from said vehicle comprises metal strips with 
springing properties, said strips being prestressed for buckling up in a free state, said 
sheet having valves for passing air under the effect of w i nd said valves comprising slits 
through said flexible material. 

10. [CANCELLED] The protective cover of Claim 1, wherein said sheet has valves for 
passing air under the effect of wind, said valves comprising slits through said flexible 
material. 

1 1 . [ORIGINAL] The protective cover of Claim 7, wherein said sheet has valves for 
passing air under the effect of wind, said valves comprising slits through said flexible 
material. 
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12. [CANCELLED] The protective cover of Claim 9, wherein said sheet has valves for 
passing air under the effect of wind, said valves comprising slits through said flexible 
material. 

13. [CANCELLED] The protective cover of Claim 9, wherein said sheet has a length 
greater than the length of said upper surface periphery of said vehicle, said sheet having a 
width, said buckling being caused by two oppositely directed forces applied to said 
opposite ends. 

14. [CANCELLED] The protective cover of Claim 13, further provided with at least one 
cassette with a slit having a width equal to or greater than said with of said sheet, said 
sheet being stored in said cassette in a wound state. 

15. [CANCELLED] A method for forming a canopy-type cover above a vehicle having 
an upper surface with an upper surface periphery comprising the steps of: 

providing a sheet of a flexible material having opposite ends that possesses a 
property to cause buckling or curving in the upward direction from said vehicle with the 
formation of a laterally open space between said upper surface of said vehicle and said 
sheet, said sheet having a length exceeding the length of said upper surface periphery, 
said sheet having opposite ends and securing means on said opposite ends; 

allowing said sheet to buckle or curve in the upward direction from said vehicle 
for forming a laterally open space between said upper surface of said vehicle and said 
sheet; and 

securing said opposite ends to said vehicle by said securing means. 

16. [CANCELLED] The method of Claim 15, wherein said sheet is buckled or curved 
upward by applying two oppositely directed forced to said opposite ends. 
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